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Frog-Egg Eating Tadpoles of Anotheca coronata 
( Stejneger ) . ( Salientia, Hylidae ) . 

BY 

Edward II. Taylor 

Abstract: Tadpoles of Anotheca coronata obtained from bronielias were 
found to have the upper intestine filled largely with undigested eggs of some 
species of arboreal frog. 

The tadpoles although equipped with a horny beak, ingest the eggs whole. 
The musculature about the mouth is greatly developed and the intestine unlike 
that of the typical tadpoles is not coiled, but much expanded and shortened. 
Labial denticulations are reduced greatly, there being only one complete and 
one broken series on upper lip, and two series on lower lip. 

The species of frog described by Dr. Leonhard Stejneger 1 from 
Palomo, Valle de Orosi, Cartago Province, Costa Rica, as Gastrotheca 
coronata , was made the type of a new genus Anotheca by Dr. Ho- 
bart M. Smith.- The species was found to be abundant at certain 
points near Cordoba, Veracruz, Mexico during January, 193S. :i In 
Costa Rica, the species has been difficult to find and from the time of 
its discovery by Dr. C. Picado T. in April 1911 ( fide Stejneger), 
no specimen has been reported from that country to my knowledge. 4 

I was fortunate in obtaining two adult specimens of this species in 
Costa Rica in 1952. One was collected at Moravia de Chirripo by 
John Baker from low shrubs near a stream, on the night of June 26; 
the other I obtained from a bromelia, in a felled tree, together with 
two unusual tadpoles, on June 25, 1952. Three other tadpoles of this 
type had been found on June 19 in bronielias in another recently 

1. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 41, 1911, PP- 287-288. 

2. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, vol. 52, 1939, pp. 190-191, pi. 1, figs. 1-3 and pi. 2, 
fig. 6. 

3. One was taken Jan. 1; 13, Jan. 3; 43, Jan. 5; 32, Jan. 16. 

4 A specimen of frog from Costa Rica, collected by Underwood at Carrillo, Costa 
Rica and referred hv Gunther to the Sototrcma oviferum , is very young, not yet having 
completed its metamorphasis. Gunther describes it at length and figures the specimen. It 
seems entirely probable that this is a young Anotheca coronata and its discovery antedates that 
of the type. (See Gunther, Biologia Centrali-Americana, Reptilia and Batraehia, Sept. 
1901, p. 288, pi. 74, fig. A. (3 figs.). 
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